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HENRY WADSWORTH LONGFELLOW. 
[The 75th birthday of the poet occurs Feb, 27, 1882.] 


A. The poet's youth. 

- Two poems, ‘‘ My lost youth” and “ Changed,” 
embody his early associations with Port- 
land, his birthplace. 

The memory of his student life at Bowdoin 


College is associated with his poem, ‘‘ Mori- | 


» 


tur: salutamus ! 
B. His Harvard professorship. [1837-54.] 
The work of a “ professor of belles-lettres ” is 
well represented by his volume, ‘* The 
pocis and poetry of Europe,” [1845.] 


Also, by his numerous magazine articles dur- | 
See, for instance: ‘‘ The | 


ing this period. 
French language,’ Worth American Review, 
Apr., 1831, v. 32, p. 277-317; “The Italian 
language and dialects,” 


Spanish language and literature,’’ Morth 
American Review, Apr., 1833. v. 36, p. 
316-44. 


See, also, his two prose romances, ‘‘ Hype- | 


rion,” [1839,] and ‘‘ Kavanagh,” [1849. | 
These labors of his also bore fruit in the pub- 
lication, many years later, [1867-70,] of his 
translation of Dante’s ‘“ Divina 
media.” 
C. His place and work asan American poet 
His own theory of poetry he has stated in 


his article on Sidney’s ‘‘ Defence of poesy,” | 


North American Review, Jan., 1832, v. 34, 
p. 56-78. ; 


The dates of publication of his 20 separately | 
issued volumes of poems, [1839-1880, | are | 


given in the very complete ‘‘ Bibliogra- 


phy of Longfellow,” Literary World, Feb., | 


26, 1881, V: ¥2; p. $7- 


All are however comprised in the edition of - 


his ‘‘ Poetical works,” issued in 4 volumes, 
in 1880, and known as the 
bridge edition.” 

Appropriate selections are collected in the 
attractive little volume entitled the ‘‘ Long- 
fellow birthday book.” 


Critical estimates of his poetry are given by | 


E. P. Whipple, in his ‘“‘Essays and re- 
views,’’ v. I, p. 58-64; by Dr. Ray Palmer, 


in the Jzternational Review, Nov., 1875; | 
and the numerous articles cited in the Zzz- | 


evary World, v. 12, p. 87. 

See, also, the carefully prepared reviews of 
the various phases of his literary character, 
by T. W. Higginson, Professor G. W. 
Greene, and others, in the same number of 
the Literary World. 

The extent to which Longfellow’s poetry is 
‘‘interwoven with New England local and 
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historical associations” is pointed out, 
with some detail, in the Library Journal, 
Sept.-Oct., 1880, v. 5, p. 290. 

See, also, the article, ‘‘ American history in 
Longfellow’s poems,” Literary World, v. 12, 
P. 75, 76. 

D. His local surroundings. 

The historical associations of his house at 
Cambridge are very fully related in the vol- 
ume, “ Old landmarks of Middlesex,” by 
Samuel Adams Drake. 

See, also, Paige’s ‘‘ History of Cambridge.” 

Also, the sketch by George William Curtis, in 
“ Homes of American authors.” 

Also, for children, in the sketch by Richard 
Henry Stoddard, in the 1st series of ‘‘ Poets’ 
homes,” (reprinted from Wide Awake.) 

Also, the short sketch, with excellent por- 
trait, prefixed to the ‘‘ Longfellow leaflets,” 
prepared for schools. 

There is also a charming record of a visit to 
him at his summer home at Nahant, in Lady 
Duffus Hardy’s ‘Through cities and prai- 
rie lands,” [1881,] ch. 28. 

He has himself ‘‘ located” the situation and 
surroundings of many of his poems, in his 
series, “ Poems of places ;’’—particularly 
the two volumes an ‘ New England.”’ 

These local associations can also be very fully 
studied in the new illustrated edition of his 
‘Poetical works,” published (by subscrip- 
tion) in 1880, with nearly 6co illustrations. 

In 1880 the school-children of Cambridge pre- 
sented him with a chair made from the 
wood of the tree referred to in his poem, 
‘“* The village blacksmith.” 

In response to this gift, he wrote the poem, 
“From my arm-chair,’ (in the Ad¢lantic 
Monthly, Nov., 1880, v. 46, p. 704; also 
in his volume, “‘ Ultima Thule.”’) 

[Mote.—In consequence of the practice of ob- 
serving Mr. Longfellow’s birthday by ap- 
propriate school exercises, the selections 
entitled ‘‘ Longfellow leaflets” have been 
prepared. The opening volume of the 
series, ‘‘ American classics for schools,” 
(published about Feb. 20,) is devoted to 
Longfellow, and includes, besides a bio- 
graphical sketch and explanatory notes, | 
“such of his writings as are best adapted 
for school use, sure to interest pupils, and 
give them a love, not only for the works of 
that author, but for all good literature.’’] 


40. 
THE ROMAN CATACOMBS. 
A. Roman burial customs. 
See Smith’s “ Dictionary of Greek and Roman 
antiquities ”’ (article, ‘‘ Funus,”) p. 558-62. 
Tegg’s ‘‘ The last act.” 
See, also, the essay on ‘‘ Pagan and Christian 














sepulchres” in Dean Milman’s ‘‘Savonarola, 
and other essays.” 


Guhl and Koner’s ‘‘ Life of the Greeks and 
Romans.” 
Also, J. von Falke’s ‘* Greece and Rome.” 


Also, Dennis’s “Cities and cemeteries of 
Etruria.” 

They may be studied also in Becker’s ‘‘ Gal- 
lus,” p. 142-47, 505-23. 
The life and art of the Early Christians. 

See Fisher’s ‘‘ The beginnings of Christian- 
ity.” 

Tacitus’s ‘‘ Aunales,” book 15, ch. 44. 

Milman’s ‘‘ History of Christianity,” book 4. 

Gibbon’s ‘‘ Decline and fall of the Roman 
empire,” v. I. 

Merivale’s ‘‘ History of the Romans under 
the empire,” v. 6. 

Ozanam’s “ Civilization in the fifth century,” 
v: 2. 

Lecky’s “ History of European morals,” v. I. 

On their art, as displayed in the catacombs, 


B. 


see Lord Lindsay's ‘‘ Sketches of the history 


of Christian art.” 

Tyrwhitt’s ‘‘ Art teachings of the primitive 
church.” 

Tyrwhitt’s “ Christian art and symbolism,” 
p. 58-78. 

Marchi’s “ Monumenti delle arte Christiane 

primitive.” 

Also, Comte Desbassayns de Richemont’s 
“Les nouvelles études sur les catacombes.”’ 

Also, Rochette’s ‘‘ Tableau des catacombes 
Romaines.”’ 

The subject is also treated in Liibke’s ‘‘ His- 
tory of art,” v. I. 

Also, in Mrs. Jameson’s “* Sacred and legend- 
ary art,” v. I, p. 29-30. 

See, also, Smith’s * Dictionary of Christian 
antiquities.” 

In Northcote and Brownlow’s “ Roma sotter- 
ranea,” volume 2 is wholly devoted to the 
art of the catacombs. 

C. Topography. 

For the location of the catacombs in the Cam- 
pagna, see Smith’s “ Dictionary of Greek 
and Roman geography,” v. 2, p. 134-36. 

Also, Burn’s *‘ Rome and the Campagna.” 

Hare’s ‘*‘ Days near Rome,” v. 1, p. 9-38. 

Dr. James Freeman Clarke’s ‘“ Events and 


epochs of religious history” has a plan of 


the cemetery of Calixtus. 
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in 1853 the French government published the 
elaborate work, “ Les catacombes de Rome,” 
by Louis Perret. 

More important researches, by the Cavaliere 
G. B. de Rossi, which are the basis of the 
more trustworthy recent publications, are 
contained in his ‘‘ Roma sotterranea ” and 
“ Inscriptiones Christiane.” 

A recent work in English, based on this, is 
Withrow’s “‘ Catacombs of Rome.” [1874.] 


Also, Northcote’s ‘‘Roman_ catacombs.’’ 
[1859. J 
‘*Roma_ sotterranea,” by Northcote and 


Brownlow, published in 1869, and reissued, 
with important additions, in 1878, is the 
most authoritative treatise in English. 

See, however, also, the article, “ Catacombs,” 
by Canon Venables, in Smith’s ‘* Dictionary 
of Christian antiquities,” v. I. p. 294-317. 

See, also, Charles Maitland’s ‘‘ The church 
in the catacombs.” [1846.] 

B. Scott’s ‘‘ Contents and teaching of the 
catacombs.” [1853.] 

Kip’s ‘‘ The catacombs.” [1854.] 

Marriott’s ‘‘ Testimony of the catacombs.” 
[ 1870. ] ~ 

Dr. James Freeman Clarke’s Lowell Institute 
lectures (1880) on ‘f Events and epochs in 
religious history,” the two opening lectures 
being on “ The catacombs.” 

Among periodical articles, see those of the 
Edinburgh Review, Jan., 1859, and July, 
1864. 

Also, the Contemporary Review, v.3 and v.17. 

Also, the illustrated article, by G. W. Greene, 
in Harper's Magazine, 1855, v. 10. 

Also, Professor Charles Eliot Norton’s five 
articles on ‘‘ The catacombs of Rome,” in 
the Atlantic Monthly, v. t and 2, 1858. 

Farther references to French, German, and 
Italian authorities, will be found in the 
“Bulletin of the Boston Public Library,” 
Oct., 1874, p. 289. 


41. 
THE NIBELUNGENLIED. 

For the place of this epic in Middle High Ger- 
man literature, see Longfellow’s ‘‘ Poets and 
poetry of Europe,” p. 217-23. 

A good text of the poem in the original dialect 
is that edited by Lachmann. [Berlin, 1851.] 


| There is a translation into modern German, by 


The topography may be very comprehensively | 


studied in Northcote and Brownlow’s 


‘Roma sotterranea,” which has elaborate 


maps and plans. 
The locality is briefly treated in Castelar’s 
* Old Rome and New Italy.” 
Also, in Weld’s “Last winter 
[1865.] 
It is minutely discussed also in J. H. Parker’s 
‘* Archaeology of Rome.” 
Also, in Heman’s *‘ Historic and monumental 
Rome.” [1874.] 
Modern researches. 
Bosio’s researches, about 1535, are embodied 
in “Roma _ subterranea,” by P. Aringhi, 
(published about a century later.) 


in Rome.” 


D. 


Simrock. [1859.] 
Also, an English 
[1850. ] 

For critical studies of it, see Vilmar’s ‘ Ge- 
schichte der deutschen National-Literatur.” 
Hosmer’s “ Short history of German literature,” 

ch, 2, 3. 


translation, by Lettsom. 


| Bayard Taylor’s ‘‘ Studies in German litera- 





ture,” ch. 2-4. 

Carlyle’s ‘‘ Critical essays,” v. 3, p. 111-63. 

Ludlow’s “ Popular epics of the middle ages,” 
¥. 2; 

William Morris, in his “ Story of Sigurd,” has 
used the Norse form of the legend ; see, also, 
Wagner’s musical trilogy, ‘‘ Der Ring des 

Nibelungen.” 





